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he had. The essential point consists not in these results,
which, however lamentable they might be, would have to
be endured. The fundamental error is rather the opinion
that religion is a primitive mode of thought destined to be
supplanted by science. This is true only of the non-
religious elements of myth, not of religion itself. Moral
introspection shows that religious ideas, whoso tendency
to free themselves from their mythical garb, though slower
in operation, is precisely analogous to that of scientific
ideas, constitute an intellectual realm of independent and
permanent value. Ethics, if it undertakes to trace out the
ultimate and permanent sources of morality, instead of
limiting its attention to the merely individual and outward
phenomenal forms, must recognise that the most enduring
of all moral springs of action, that which determines the
direction of all individual and social efforts, is the striving
after an ideal, towards which the reality created by moral
action approximates, but to which it can never attain. The
ideal thus becomes transcendent, yet always immanent in
the human mind through the moral impulses. In the
development of the moral spirit of humanity it approaches
its fulfilment by an infinite progressus. ^

Now religion always represents the transcendent moral
ideal in a form corresponding1 to the existing stage of
morality and intellectual culture* /Since religion belongs
to the world of human ideas, it is necessarily subject to the
defects that belong to the real moral world, But its ideal
is always more nearly perfect than the reality; and hence
the common and inalienable characteristic of all stages of
religious development is the thought that there must fa
an ideal to which reality never attains. Though philo-
sophical ethics may end by holding that the only real
significance of the moral ideal consists in the ceaseless
effort towards it, yet the ideal itself is not thereby destroyed.